Weekly News

“St Christopher’s — nurturing independent, highly-motivated and engaged children.”
Friday 7th February 2025

Dear Parents,

Year 2 Cinderella and Rockerfella Pantomime

Earlier this week, our talented Year Two pupils dazzled the audience with their spectacular performance of
Cinderella and Rockerfella — a show truly worthy of the West End! From flawless line delivery to captivating
acting, lively singing, and energetic dancing, B G
every child shone on stage, bringing this o R 2 { i \
modern fairy tale to life with enthusiasm i@ 4

and charm. Laughter echoed through the

hall as they delivered comedic moments

with perfect timing, and the joy was

infectious as the audience joined in for a fun

-filled singalong.

This unforgettable production would not
have been possible without the dedication
and hard work of our incredible staff, who
nurtured and guided our young stars every
step of the way.

A huge thank you to everyone involved in making this magical experience such as resounding success!

Mars Superhero Assembly

A huge round of applause for Mars Class, who dazzled us with their uplifting, energetic, and spectacular
assembly! From show-stopping singing and dazzling dance moves to their brilliantly creative retelling of
Supertato and Evil Pea, they had us all completely hooked.

They also delivered a powerful message — superheroes don’t always wear capes! Sometimes, they are the
everyday heroes all around us. Their performance was bursting with enthusiasm, laughter, and a true love of
learning.

A massive thank you to the incredible teachers and teaching assistants who helped bring this performance to
life.

Well done Mars lass — you were amazing!

Children’s Mental Health Week

It has been Children’s Mental Health Week in school this week! We have based our discussions on the book
“Elmer and the Rainbow” where Elmer shares his colours. The final sentence in the book says, “Some things you
can give and give and not lose any. Things like happiness or love or my colours”. The children shared their ideas
that they could share, friendship, courage, their talents, a smile or a hug. We talked about the fact that helping
others is a positive action for our own mental health and how we feel.

We chose the book about Elmer due to his uniqueness. This idea came from Farzan, Year 2, who thought we
should have a “Unique Week” where we celebrate our own unique qualities and talk about what a good thing it
is that everyone is different and unique at St Christopher’s. Thank you Farzan for the brilliant idea!




Winner of the Lego Competition

Congratulations to all the children who took part in our STEM Lego Competition this week. We were blown
away by the creativity and ingenuity of all the children. Each child received a certificate for taking part, but a
particular well done to Austin from Neptune class for winning the overall prize.

Year One News

This week, Year One enjoyed the story of Olive and the Hot Air Balloon Race. Olive the Ostrich helps Pete the
Penguin fly his balloon — until disaster strikes! Thankfully, Olive thinks quickly and saves the day. The children
created story mountain plans to retell the tale before rewriting it with added punctuation and adjectives. Some
even took on the challenge of crafting an alternative ending. In Izzy’s version, the hot air balloon soared so high
that it reached space!

In Maths, we took learning outdoors, and the children used a blank number line in the playground, estimating
where their given number should go. We also reviewed mathematical notation for less than, greater than and
equals, as well as practising ordering numbers.

In topic this week, Year One explored the life and achievements of George Stephenson, the pioneer of steam-
powered trains. The children discussed the pros and cons of train travel in the 1800c and watched clips of steam
trains travelling across the country. Inspired by history, they wrote imaginative accounts of what their first
steam train ride in 1830 might have been like.

In Science, through hands-on exploration, the children experimented with changing the shape of dough, clay,
and cornflour using the different forces such as squeezing, tearing, cutting, and rolling.

Year Two News

Year Two have been working incredibly hard on their pantomime, Cinderella and Rockerfella. This week, they
took to the stage and performed their socks off for our live audiences! They were so proud of themselves for

learning their lines and cues, perfecting their songs, and bringing their characters to life with fantastic acting
skills.

Back in the classroom, Science lessons have been all about teeth! The children explored different types of teeth
and their functions. Luca impressed us all with his knowledge of the differences between children’s and adult’s
teeth, while James shared a fascinating fact — that alligators only have canine teeth, which they use to grip, pull,
and tear.

In ICT, the children developed their research skills by using keywords in internet searches to find facts about
holiday destinations. Be sure to ask them for tips when planning your summer holidays! They have also written
insightful book reviews in Literacy, so they might have some great reading recommendations for you. In other
Literacy lessons, they have been learning to use time connectives to order and link sentences, focusing on the
main character from House Held Up by Trees. The Year Twos have also been delving into their Victorians topic,
sequencing historical events on a timeline. Inspired by modern artists Tim Noble and Sue Webster, they
explored silhouette portraits. Creating their own silhouettes was a real challenge — it required teamwork to
pose, direct light, and sketch at the same time, but they rose to the occasion brilliantly!

Well done to Year Two for another fantastic week of learning and creativity.




Staffing News

We are sad to announce that Mrs Lucy Vince shall be leaving the nursery team at half term due to unforeseen
health and family reasons. She has been a valued member of our nursery team, and we will all miss her kind-
ness, dedication and care for the children.

The children in Mrs Vince’s care will continue to be supported by our incredibly experienced team: Mrs Rendall,
Miss Byatt (Lead Key Worker), Mrs Quayle and Mrs Bischofer. We know they will provide a seamless and nur-
turing transition for the children.

We wish Mrs Vince all the very best and thank her for everything she has done during her time with us.

However, we are delighted to announce the return of Mr Bennett! Mr Bennett has missed the school communi-
ty so much that he has decided to return to St Christopher’s. We are very much looking forward to welcoming
him back on Monday.

Bikes at the end of the day

Could | ask parents to ensure their children do not open the Nursery bike sheds (near the gate) and ride them
around at the end of the day. The nursery staff have tidied away all resources at that point of the day and the
bikes should not be taken out once school has finished. Thank you for your support in this matter.

PTA Events — Valentine’s Disco Arrangements

Children are welcome to wear their own clothes and red to school on Friday which can then be worn for the
disco.

We expect all children who are not in clubs or owls, to be collected by their parents at the end of the school
day and then parents will take their children to the disco.

For children who have tickets for the disco in Nursery, Pre-Reception, and Reception, their disco session starts
at 3.30pm and finishes at 4.15pm.

For children who have tickets for the disco in Year One and Year Two, their disco session starts at 4.30pm and
finishes at 5.15pm.

If children have been booked into Owls and the disco, they will be dropped off and collected by Owls staff.

This weeks lunch time superstar is Mateo for enjoying his lunch so much and politely asking for seconds. Well
done Mateo!

Top of the leader board this week is Donaldson House with a superb total of 882 House points. Congratulations
to Donaldson house.

Best wishes
Mrs Grehan

“St Christopher’s — the best possible start through excellence, empathy and endeavour.”




Work of the Week

This week Year 1 explored the history of transport, focusing on steam trains. The children
watched videos and pictures of steam train rides, then acted out buying tickets and getting on
board. They imagined the experience, guessing it was very loud and bumpy! Enjoy this letter by
Henry in Saturn class.

3/2/2025

LO: To learn about George Stephenson and the impact the train
made on people's lives.
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Nursery and Pre-Reception News

This week in Nursery has been all about ‘Unique Week’ in support of Children’s Mental Health Week. Our
featured book was ‘Elmer’ and on Thursday we enjoyed our very own Elmer day throughout the school!

In our craft room, the children got creative with up-cycling, transforming empty milk bottles, tissue paper and
glue to create their own 3D Elmer elephants. As they worked, they had wonderful conversations about all the
different colours we can see in Elmer, “red, blue, green, yellow...he is a rainbow!” Over in the water tray, the
children explored colour mixing using pipettes, discovering how different colours blend together. Meanwhile, in
our calm room we focused on our feelings and emotions. The children made their own ‘Worry Catchers’, using
their fine motor skills to thread string to create a web designs and decorating them with some wonderful
decorations. To continue developing fine motor skills, the children have been busy helping the ‘Calm Colour
Monster’ fill his bucket, he loves the colour green. Using tweezers, they carefully searched through oats to find
green objects, to keep him feeling calm!

A delicious aroma wafted through the Nursery as the children baked Elmer shaped biscuits. They carefully
measured ingredients, used an elephant cutter, and decorated their biscuits with icing and rainbow sprinkles—
just like Elmer’s colourful patchwork. Throughout the week, the children also worked on a collaborative project,
creating individual patches to add to our giant Nursery EImer. Alongside all these exciting activities, Pre-
Reception and Nursery enjoyed watching the Year 2 pantomime on Monday, sitting beautifully and making all
the grown-ups proud. On Tuesday, everyone had fun at a super exciting picnic lunch!

What an amazing and colourful week we’ve had in Nursery!

Reception News

We have had another action-packed week in Reception beginning with watching the Year 2 pantomime dress
rehearsal. We thoroughly enjoyed the performance especially joining in with ‘BOO’ and ‘HOORAY’! Thank you
Year2.

As Mars class have been preparing for their assembly, Neptune has been focusing on Children’s Mental Health
Week and specifically the story ‘Elmer the Elephant’ and discussing how we are all unique and different from
one another. We have also found out some real life facts about elephants, remembered them and written them
down using our ever improving writing skills.

In phonics we have all been learning tricky words and the long and short ‘0o’ sound and in Maths how to find
out if a number is odd or even. To help with this, we created a bus in the classroom and took turns to get on/off
and see who had a partner or not. Well done everyone!

The Foundation Team




Dates for the Diary

a .

Entrance for Year 2 parents & invited musicians parents will be via the front Hall door

Monday 10th February 2pm- Winter Music Assembly

Wednesday 12th & Thursday 13th February - Parent teacher meetings

Please note there will be no Yoga, Groovy Movers, , Science stars, Construction, iPad or
Playdough club this week. All other clubs will take place as usual.

Friday 14th February - Own Clothes Day

Children encouraged to wear something red

Friday 14th February - Jupiter Class Assembly

Refreshments for Jupiter parents will be served under the
porch from 8.30am

For more news and photos follow us on our Instagram page - stchrisepsom |@l



‘ DON'T FORGET TOPURCHASE
TICKETSTFORYOURLITTLELOVE BUGS

ST CHRISTOPHER'S SCHOOL HALL
3.30-4.15PM: NURSERY, PRE-REC, RECEPTION
4.30-5.15PM: YEARS 1&°2

+ TICKETS: £6 FROM PTA SITE
INCLUDES SNACK,

PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINMENT,
PARTY FAVOUR
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St. Christopher’s Costume Shop — Power Up for World Book Day!

Calling all superheroes, wizards, and storybook legends! World Book Day is just four weeks away, and this year’s
theme is SUPERHEROES!

Whether you’re a caped crusader, a masked marvel, or a bookish champion, the PTA is here to help you suit up in
style!

While your little heroes dance at the disco, the PTA will be running a COSTUME SHOP in the outdoor classroom!
How You Can Join the Mission:
Donate: Drop off any pre-loved children’s costumes (in good condition) under the porch at drop-off and pick-up on
Monday & Tuesday.
Shop: Grab a pre-loved or brand-new costume at the sale for just £1—all profits go to the PTA!

Recycle, save, and power up for an epic World Book Day!

Don’t miss out—assemble your costumes and see you there!
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