Weekly News

“St Christopher’s — nurturing independent, highly-motivated and engaged children.”
Friday 14th March 2025

Dear Parents,

Holi Assembly

On Monday, we held a special assembly to learn about the Hindu festival of Holi. The children listened to a
wonderful story that helped them understand the meaning behind this vibrant celebration.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish a very Happy Holi to all those celebrating!

Neptune Class Assembly

Neptune Class delivered a wonderful assembly retelling the story of “The Squirrels who Squabbled”, reminding
us that it’s okay to be different from our friends and to have our own ideas.

We heard about the two greedy squirrels, Cyril and Bruce, who both had their sights set on a very special prize —
the last nut of the season!

The assembly was made even more special with lovely singing about friendship and fabulous dancing. It was
both entertaining and heartwarming, delivering a wonderful message about the importance of kindness and not
squabbling with friends.

A huge well done to Neptune Class for bringing this story to life so beautifully!

Year One News

This week, the children explored character descriptions, focusing on Baby Bear from “Whatever Next” by lill
Murphy. They used adjectives to describe his appearance and emotions before imagining different settings like a
haunted house, a beach, and a forest, before writing vivid descriptions of Space — Baby Bear’s destination! Reva
beautifully described the twinkling stars in the black sky. The children also had fun creating alternative endings,
Leonardo imagined Baby Bear zooming back from the Moon to an Epsom supermarket after running out of
picnic food, while Arvid sent him on a spontaneous day trip to Jupiter!

Maths this week featured some mischievous puppets who struggled with counting forwards and backwards in
tens. Thankfully, the children were on hand to correct their mistakes! There was lots of hands-on learning as
they grouped objects into tens both inside and outside the classroom.

After a week of observations, in Science, the children noted changes in their four plants under different
conditions. Luigi noticed that the plan without water or light had yellow, dropping, crinkled leaves, while Sophia
observed a plant with a very tall stem — it had been in a shady spot and was stretching toward the sun.

In PSHE the focus this week was on safety, learning about the potential dangers of household products and
medicines when not used properly.

It’s been another exciting and enriching week — well done, everyone!




Year Two News

Year 2’s Victorian topic work this week has been filled with fascinating research into Victorian inventors. The
children were amazed by the sheer variety of inventions created during Queen Victoria’s reign. In Art, they
completed their William Morris projects by designing their own printing blocks in his style and used them to
create beautiful prints. The children found the printing process truly captivating and enjoyed learning this new
artistic technique.

This week in ICT, the children became expert website critics! They explored four different websites, evaluating
their safety, suitability, and entertainment value. They tested out various features, assessing how user-friendly
and enjoyable each site was. A particular favourite was Tate.org.uk/kids, with Charlie remarking, “I love it
because it expresses people’s art.” Be sure to ask Year 2 for more of their top website recommendations!

On Thursday, Year 2 embarked on an inspiring trip to Wakehurst Place. The highlight of the day was the
“Tremendous Tree Trail”, where they learned about some of the rare and unusual tree species growing in the
grounds. The children were fascinated by the spongy bark of the sequoia tree and amazed by the number of
seeds found in its cones.

During a hands-on workshop, the children became scientists, exploring the world of seeds through microscopes,
dissecting them, and marvelling at the sheer size of some of them! Another exciting moment was the natural art
lesson, where the children created beautiful designs using nature as both their inspiration and material. The
adults at Wakehurst were incredibly impressed with the children’s insightful questions, knowledge, creativity
and teamwork. Well done, Year 2 — we are so proud of you!

This weeks lunch time superstar is Leo for showing some very impressive manners when speaking to the
catering team . Well done Leo!

Top of the leader board this week is Ahlberg House with a superb total of 1828 House points. Congratulations to
Ahlberg house.

Merit Awards:
Miran F, Sylvie A, Hugo Q, Irina B, William I, Luigi CM, Chris X, J-T C, Sunny Z, Ethan W, James M, William C

Best wishes

Mrs Grehan

“St Christopher’s — the best possible start through excellence, empathy and endeavour.”




Work of the Week

This half term Year 1’s science topic is Plants. The children have been conduction an exciting
experiment by placing 4 plants in different areas around the school. Some with sunlight, some
with water, some places have neither. They have been carefully recording their
the effects on plant growth. This piece of science work was produced by Alex in Saturn




Nursery and Pre-Reception News

With the lovely weather we had over the previous weekend, it is finally starting to feel a little less chilly and a lot brighter
during the days and Pre-Reception and Nursery have been thinking a lot about how we are stepping into a new season...
Spring!

Looking closely at all of the changes around us in nature the children have been investigating with magnifying glasses in
the garden, looking at the different types of flowers they can see starting to grow. The children have been kept very busy
in the Nursery ‘flower garden’ with lots of scooping, filling and patting soil into the plant pots, ready for planting their
daffodil bulbs and flowers. Continuing to practise their numeracy and mark making they have been drawing flowers with
the chalks and counting out how many they can see.

Continuing with our theme of flowers, the children made wonderful floral crisp bread treats in the kitchen. Slicing celery
to create the stem, this was very tricky as it was ‘not soft and squidgy’ making it super tough to chop. We then added
raisins for the centre and cucumber slices for the petals. It was super sad to eat them as they looked so beautiful but they
tasted really yummy!

A little extra hard work from Pre-Reception has been happening this week as they prepare for their first ever assembly.
Creating giant flowers for the backdrop and making wonderful portraits of themselves and their mummy. | wonder what
special day their assembly will be about? The grown-ups have been very impressed so far with how well Pre-Reception are
remembering their lines, song and dance and we can’t wait for of you to see the assembly next week!

Reception News

Once again, the children in Reception have stepped into investigation mode! Following our exciting activities inspired by
the story What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson, we were delighted to discover a Fine Prize Cow right in our class-
room. The children took great care of the cow, writing brilliant descriptions and coming up with creative ideas about how
it became a prize cow.

However, midweek disaster struck—someone had broken into the Fine Prize Cow's pen and taken her! Our young
detectives wasted no time in launching an investigation. Clues were quickly gathered, including a mask, a beanie hat, and,
crucially, a stripey T-shirt. Could it be Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len at it again?

Determined to track down the culprits, the children sprang into action. Posters of the missing cow appeared all around
the school, along with Wanted Posters for the prime suspects. The whole of St Christopher’s joined in the search, and
thanks to their keen detective work, we were thrilled to see the prime suspects taken away by the police. Phew!

Despite a busy week of investigations into the Fine Prize Cow, we also squeezed in some time to start investigating
doubles on the ladybird wings—we even made some ladybirds so we have plenty of helpers to listen out in case Hefty
Hugh and Lanky Len return!

A huge well done to all our Reception children for their enthusiasm, teamwork, and brilliant detective skills. What an
exciting week of learning and adventure.

Also a huge round of applause goes to Neptune class for their superb retelling of the story the “Squirrels Who
Squabbled”.
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Dates for the Diary

Tuesday 18th March - Sharing Our Learning
Please accompany your child to their classroom after drop off

Wednesday 19th March - Year 1 Trip to Brooklands
The children should wear their school uniform and have their waterproof coat

Wednesday 19th March - PTA Second Hand Uniform Sale
Jupiter classroom (upstairs) 2.30-4pm Entrance Via the front door

Thursday 20th March - Pre-Reception Assembly
Coffee will be served under the porch at 8.30am for Sun & Earth Group parents

Friday 21st March - Pre-Reception Assembly
Coffee will be served under the porch at 8.30am for Moon & Sky Group parents

Mathletics: Congratulations to Cora M for your Silver Certificate

Congratulations to Mateo B for your Diamond Certificate

Spotty Box: Awards for success outside school:

Ottilie H - IDTA rosette award for demonstrating proficiency in theatre modern jazz-Green

Cora E - Awarded Poppet of the Week at stage school for her growing confidence when
filming 'Mission Impoppetable'

Isabella D - IDTA rosette award for demonstrating proficiency in theatre modern jazz-Green
Florence D - StarTastic certificate for great effort throughout the class.
Faith H - Awarded 1*" aid and money skills badges at beavers

Georgie GD - Awarded IDTA amateur award for demonstrating proficiency in contemporary
modern jazz-First Steps

Nola T - IDTA rosette award for demonstrating proficiency in theatre modern jazz-Green
Heidi L - StarTastic certificate for working really hard every week and great vault jumps

James M - Silver medal and 2™ place with his hockey team in the under 10's boys Surrey
Plate competition

Remy K - Silver medal and 2" place with his hockey team in the under 10's boys Surrey
Plate competition

For more news and photos follow us on our Instagram page - stchrisepsom : ]



