Weekly News

“St Christopher’s — nurturing independent, highly-motivated and engaged children.”
Friday 6th June 2025

Dear Parents,

Welcome Back to all our families after the half term! We are looking forward to another exciting term at St
Christopher’s.

Dr Jamie King Parent Information Evening

On Tuesday we held another of our parent workshops, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Dr Janine
King for leading the recent presentation, “Self-Regulation in Children.” Her insights into the development of
emotional and behavioural regulation were both enlightening and thought-provoking.

We're also grateful to all the parents who joined us for this valuable session. We hope you found the event both
informative and empowering, with practical strategies to support your child’s emotional growth and resilience.
Events like these are a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the partnership between home and school, and we
truly appreciate your engagement and commitment.

Year One News
It’s been another busy and exciting week in Year 1, full of creativity, discovery and fun learning opportunities.

This week in Literacy, the focus has been on fantasy stories. The children listened to a variety of imaginative
tales, including Supertato and There’s a Dragon in Your Book. Inspired by these magical adventures, they all
climbed aboard a fantasy train journey! Each child had a turn as the train driver, taking the class to wonderful
places such as Fairyland and Cakeland.

The children then used their imaginations to write their very own fantasy stories, complete with a problem and
a resolution. A special mention goes to William, whose wizard’s magical car broke down — thankfully, the helpful
elves at the local garage were able to fix it and send him on his way!

In Maths, we’ve been strengthening our understanding of number and counting. The children have been
counting from 50 to 100, counting in tens to 100, partitioning numbers into tens and ones, and using number
lines up to 100. These activities are helping to build confidence and fluency in working with larger numbers.

Our science lessons focused on animals and their diets. The children enjoyed sorting animals into carnivores,
herbivores, and omnivores, and discussing the differences between them.

A delicious highlight of the week was our biscuit-making session! The children used a variety of kitchen utensils
to carefully prepare and bake their own tasty treats. A fun and practical way to build skills and confidence in the
kitchen!

Year Two News
It has been another exciting and productive week in Year 2!

In preparation for our upcoming trip to Juniper Hall, the children used iPads to research animals that live in and
around pond habitats. They recorded fascinating facts and created detailed scientific diagrams to showcase their
learning. This activity has helped build their understanding of pond ecosystems and the creatures they may
encounter. A special well done to Sunny, who showed great enthusiasm by challenging herself to explore the life
cycle of a frog!




In French, the children have been learning the names of different items of clothing. They had great fun
practising their pronunciation and using their new vocabulary in spoken activities.

Sports Day preparations are underway! This week, the children practised sprinting and javelin. They showed
fantastic effort, demonstrating both skill and excellent sportsmanship.

The focus in maths has been on understanding equivalent fraction. Through hands-on activities and visual
models, the children explored how different fractions can represent the same quantity, helping them develop a
deeper grasp of this important concept.

Excitement is building as the children work hard on their final rehearsals for the upcoming show. They can’t wait
to share their performance with you next week! We are so proud of their effort and creativity.

Join Us for Ashtead Village Day — Saturday 14th June

For the first time St Christopher’s will have a stall at the Ashtead Village Day on Saturday 14th June — a fantastic
celebration of community spirit, local talent, and family fun.

From colourful stalls and food vendors to live performances and cherished cars run, there’s something for
everyone. Further information one the last page of this newsletter.

Maths Superstars

A huge congratulations to the following Year 2 children who have achieved their Bronze and Silver Stars in the
Times Table Challenge this week. Your hard work, determination and brilliant number skills have truly paid off!

Well done to Estrella and Sunny for achieving your Bronze Star and to Alisa, Arthur, Edward, Ethan, Kian, Rory
and Sebastian for achieving your Silver Star!

This week’s lunch time superstar is Faith, who took on the role of headteacher for the day with great
enthusiasm and responsibility even when faced with changes to the dessert menu that were beyond her control.
Your positive attitude shone through!

Top of the leader board this week is Donaldson House with a superb total of 1193 House points. Congratulations
to Donaldson house.

Best wishes
Mrs Grehan

“St Christopher’s — the best possible start through excellence, empathy and endeavour.”

We are looking forward to the Key stage 1 production next week, we will be supporting Macmillan Cancer
Support as our chosen charity for this production.
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Work of the Week

George, in Year 2 drew a fantastic illustration of Willy Wonka, inspired by the iconic style of
Quentin Blake.




Nursery and Pre-Reception News

We hope you all had a lovely half-term break. The children have returned full of energy and are ready to dive
into our final half-term of the year.

This term, we're continuing our exciting topic on People Who Help Us. This week, we've been learning all about
vets! In our role play area, the children have been busy pretending to be vets, caring for the poorly animals in
our Nursery. We’ve discovered that vets help not only our pets at home but also animals on farms, in zoos, and
even in the wild!

Our story of the week has been ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell. We began by writing our own letters to the zoo,
asking for a pet. The children came up with some brilliant ideas, including dogs, spiders, and even a crocodile!
In the kitchen, we made banana bread for the cheeky monkeys at the zoo. The children loved using their
measuring, mixing, and tasting skills — and the banana bread turned out delicious! Over in the craft room, the
children created their very own Dear Zoo-themed handprint animals. Meanwhile, in our calm room, we played
a sorting game where the children had to decide where different animals live — in the sky, on land, or in the sea.
They all did an excellent job. Finally, in the garden, we used our gross motor skills to move like the animals from
the story. We jumped like frogs, slithered like snakes with ribbons, raced like lions, and stomped like elephants.
It's been a fantastic start to the term, and we can’t wait for more adventures ahead!

Reception News

On Tuesday we visited Nower Wood. The weather was a bit drizzly, but that didn’t dampen our spirits. First,
we went pond-dipping and discovered lots of pondlife we had never seen before. Next, we went hunting for
minibeasts and classified them according to their number of legs. After that, we did a sensory trail where we
followed a rope whilst blindfolded and used all our senses to soak up the nature all around us. To finish, we did
woodland magic and mixed special potions to make our wishes come true. It was such a fun day.

Of course, we have also continued phonics and this week have revisited, ow/bow down, oi/coin in the soil,
ear/hear and played one of our favourite games ‘Tricky Word Bingo’ with a special spinner choosing the words.

In Maths, our focus has been sharing in our groups. We have learnt how to carefully give items out one-by-one
to make sure they are equal. Lots of children compared this to playing ‘Uno’ when dealing out the cards; great
connection!

Our new role-play areas is also very popular. Mars are on a desert island complete with inflatable palm trees,
aboard the ‘Mars Jolly Roger’ pirate ship and are keen to read maps and find chests of sparkly treasure.
Meanwhile, Neptune have created a cool Ice Cream Parlour and written a menu of ice cream options named
after each child in the class. Pop in for a tasty Sundae soon!

The Foundation Team




Dates for the Diary

Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th June - KS1 show
For year 1 & 2 parents tea & coffee available under

the porch from 8.30am

Thursday 12th —13th June - Juniper Hall Residential
Please read the reminders send via Parent Mail yesterday
Thursday 9.15am - drop off at Juniper Hall
Friday 3.45-4pm - Pickup from Juniper Hall

Juniper Hall

Thursday 12th June 2.30-3.45pm - 2nd Hand uniform sale
In Jupiter classroom please enter via the front door

Saturday 14th June - Ashtead Rotary Village Day 10am-4.30pm
St Christopher’s has a stall

Please come along to support the local community

®

For more news and photos follow us on our Instagram page - stchrisepsom
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1L:30AM - 5PM

Queen Elizabeth Il Playing Field,
Barnett Wood Lane, Ashtead KT21 2BZ

Programme £4 bought in advance - £6 on
day at entry gate - children under 12 FREE
(ONE person entry per programme)
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Ashtead Rotary Club celebrates the 40th year of VILLAGE DAY.
Organized and managed each year solely by Ashtead Rotary Club
supported by local businesses and local people raising funds for charity.
For contact WWW.ASHTEADROTARY.CO.UK

Ashtead Rotary Club



